
 
 
 

10125 Colesville Road #176, Silver Spring, Maryland 20901 

 

JOB ANNOUNCEMENT 
Senior Political Reporter, Federal Policy 

 
 

RH Reality Check (RHRC), www.rhrealitycheck.org, is an award-winning daily publication providing evidence-
based news, analysis, and commentary, as well as interactive dialogue on matters of sexual and reproductive 
health and justice. RHRC is an independent 501(c)(3) organization and an equal opportunity employer; we 
strongly encourage applications from qualified individuals of all races, ethnic groups, and genders.  
 
Please note the job description below and carefully read and observe the APPLICATION instructions. 
 
POSITION DESCRIPTION 
 
The reporter will work closely with the Managing Editor, Editor in Chief and others to ensure timely, 
accurate, and aggressive coverage of domestic and international federal policy issues affecting the economic, 
social and health prospects of diverse populations of women, youth, and LGBT persons. 
 
The Senior Political Reporter, Federal Policy will be responsible for: 

 
 As needed breaking news and daily coverage of federal law and policy on Capitol Hill and beyond, 

including on issues ranging from legislation and policy debates around abortion; contraception; Title X; 
abstinence-only funding; domestic and international family planning funding; domestic and 
international HIV and AIDS; and issues affecting the health and economic prospects of immigrant 
women, women of color, LGBT communities and youth. 

 Establishing and cultivating key contacts in Congress and relevant agencies; 

 Attendance at key hearings and press conferences; 

 Interviews with key policymakers and occasional profiles of legislators and policymakers in and 
outside the Administration; 

 Ensuring high levels of quality, in regard to fact-checking, sourcing, and knowledge of legislation and 
policy; 

 Identifying and getting out front on stories that must be covered and connecting with the right people 
to do so; 

 Working daily with the RHRC team to ensure smooth communications on current priorities – 
collaboration with other writers and columnist is necessary; 

 Developing issue-focused series; 

 Ability to work off-site and be accountable to the team; 

 Other duties and projects as assigned and as the site grows.  

 
QUALIFICATIONS 
 
The ideal candidate for this position: 
 
 Has excellent writing and interpersonal communication skills, including the ability to write well under 

pressure and on deadline while adhering to style; 

 Has excellent news judgment, an understanding of online spaces and publications as well as of Twitter, 
Facebook, and other social media sites; 

http://www.rhrealitycheck.org/


 
 

 Has knowledge of and commitment to reproductive and sexual health and justice issues; 

 Has at least three years of demonstrable reporting experience; 

 Is skilled in teamwork and collaboration; 

 Is able to take direction and critique; 

 Is willing and able when necessary to work evenings and weekends to cover a story; 

 Is a self-starter with a strong work ethic, creative thinking, and ability to work comfortably and 
effectively in a fast-paced environment; 

 Is able to work either alone or as part of a team under (sometimes intense) time pressure, to multi-task 
(a critical aspect of this position), and to deliver great work with ease and grace; 

 Is creative, shares ideas, and has a strong sense of humor. 

 
LOCATION 
 
RHRC is currently a virtual organization, though this may change in the future. The person hired for this 
position, however, must be based in or willing to relocate to the Washington, D.C. metro area. 
 
COMPENSATION 
 
RHRC offers competitive compensation and a benefits package that includes a 401k plan with employer 
contributions; health and dental insurance; flexible spending accounts; vacation and sick leave; and 
employer-paid life insurance, AD&D, STD and LTD. 
 
APPLICATION 
 
Please follow these instructions carefully. Qualified applicants should send an electronic package of materials 
to hillreporter@rhrealitycheck.org; no phone calls or emails to staff please. Please note we CANNOT accept 
your application if it is not sent in the following format, and does not include the following materials: 
 

 Email subject line: MUST include the title of the position for which you are applying. 
 Body of the email: The body of your email should be your cover letter, including a clear statement as 

to why you are interested in this position, why you want to work for RHRC, why you feel you are 
qualified, and a summary of your relevant experience. Please do not send the cover letter as an 
attachment. 

 Attachments: Please include a current resume, three writing samples, and three recommendations 
able to speak to your skills and experience and who are willing to be contacted.  

 
We regret that we may not be able to reply to all applicants and that we cannot consider applicants who do 
not provide all the above information. 
 
Application deadline: April 10, 2014 
 
Start date:  Flexible, but preferably May 1, 2014 
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